Pigmentary correction of piebaldism by autografts. I. Procedures and clinical findings.
Full-thickness and epidermal autografts of normally pigmented skin were transplanted within hypopigmented areas in each of two patients with piebaldism. Full-thickness punch grafts 2 to 4 mm in size retained their pigmentation (donor dominance) and within 4 months pigment was found to have spread around them. Within a year, melanization covered roughly triple the diameter of the grafts (or 9 times their areas) and then came to a standstill. Epidermal grafts (about 12 mm in diameter) healed with no visible scars at either donor or recipient sites. These grafts, too, retained their pigmentation, but no pigment was seen to spread from them in 8 months of observation. Controls of hypopigmented, full-thickness autografts placed into comparable hypopigmented areas showed either no change or but slight pigmentation along the rim of the graft and no spread of pigment.